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1  History of Alnus Cultivars 
   

Alnus cultivars known before 1900 (before 1800 in red) 
 

Alnus glutinosa ´Aurea´ (VERVAENA Nursery 1860)  

Alnus glutinosa foliis variegatis, LOUDON 1844, PETZOLD & KIRCHNER 1864: Arboretum Muskaviense 

 

Alnus glutinosa 'Laciniata' , as Betula laciniata EHRH., Beitr. Naturk., 3: 22 (1788); 
DU ROI (1795): Harbkesche wilde Baumzucht; WILLDENOW (1796): Berlin Baumz.: 44 

WILLDENOW (1811): Berlinische Baumzucht ; LODD. CAT. 1836 (LOUDON 1844) 

Alnus glutinosa 'Imperialis' , PETZOLD & KIRCHNER 1864: Arboretum Muskaviense 

Alnus glutinosa óIncisaó [as A. oxyacanthaefolia], LODD. CAT. 1836 (LOUDON 1844) 

Alnus glutinosa óPyramidalisó SPAETH 1887 

Alnus glutinosa óQuercifoliaó, WILLDENOW (1796): Berlinische Baumzucht; LODD. CAT. 1836 (LOUDON 1844) 

Alnus glutinosa ´Rubrinervia´, DIPPEL 1892 

Alnus incana óLaciniataó, LODD. CAT. 1836 (LOUDON 1844: « slightly laciniated ») 

Alnus incana ´Monstrosa´ (PODZAMCE Nursery, Poland cat. 1899) 

Alnus incana ´Pendula´ (Germany, 1892) 

Alnus incana sublaciniata, PETZOLD & KIRCHNER 1864: Arboretum Muskaviense (Booth Cat.) 

 

 

 



2  Alnus Cultivars and forms in dendrology works (a 

selection) 
 C K SCHNEIDER 1906 

BOOM 1949 





2  Alnus Cultivars in dendrology works 
 

DE KONIG & VAN DEN BROEK 2009 KRÜSSMANN 1976 



3  A note on taxonomy and nomenclature 

Å Nurseries: not always clear if Alnus glutinosa or Alnus incana 

Alnus incana ́ Pendulá as Alnus glutinosa 
´Pendulá on a nursery website 

Most Alnus incana ´Razzmatazz´ are under Alnus glutinosa 
´Razzmatazz´ in catalogues. 



3  A note on taxonomy and nomenclature 

 forma or cultivar?  
 

ÅA form usually designates a group with a noticeable morphological deviation ς 
generative propagation. 
 
ÅA cultivar refers to the most basic classification category of cultivated plants in the 

International Code of Nomenclature of Cultivated Plants (ICNCP) ς usually vegetative 
propagation. 
 
ÅIn Alnus, many formae are described or at least mentioned (e.g. HYLANDER 28 forms 

of laciniate Alnus from Sweden) ς only a few of them may be treated as cultivar in a 
modern sense ς propagated by graft, cutting, in vitro or other methods.  



3  A note on taxonomy and nomenclature 

 forma or cultivar?  
 
Example from Finland: 
 
VÄRE, H. et al. (in print, 2019): 
Dendroflora of Finland  
ς Treatment of formae and cultivars  



3  A note on taxonomy and nomenclature 

 Identical cultivar epithet in the ǎŀƳŜ α5ŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ classά 
 
 Alnus glutinosa ́Aureá   -    Alnus incana ́ Aureá   1.1.1996
   
 



3  A note on taxonomy and nomenclature 

 Identical cultivar epithet in the ǎŀƳŜ α5ŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ classά 
 
        Alnus glutinosa ́Laciniatá - Alnus incana ́ Laciniatá 
 



4  Cultivars of Alnus spp. (alphabetical order) 
   

Alnus acuminata 'Royal Cascade' (Syn. ĂWeeping Willyñ; 1991, Scott Bailey and Javmain Pty Ltd, Australia) 

 Selection of A. acuminata of spreading, prostrate weeping habit.  

 Plant Varieties Journal (Australia) 2000, Vol. 13 (4): 70; probably not in  cultivation in Europe.  

 

  



  

Alnus acuminata 'Royal Cascade' (Syn. ĂWeeping Willyñ; 1991, Scott Bailey and Javmain Pty Ltd, Australia) 

 Selection of A. acuminata of spreading, prostrate weeping habit.  

 Plant Varieties Journal (Australia) 2000, Vol. 13 (4): 70; probably not in  cultivation in Europe.  

Alnus cordata 'Purpurea' (1927, Poland: Arboretum Kornik) 

 New growth purplish-brown. Probably not in cultivation. 

 

  



  

Alnus alnobetula 'Grandifolia'    (DE KONING & VAN DEN BROEK 2009) 

Alnus alnobetula 'Laciniata'    (C.K.SCHNEIDER 1906 as f. laciniata) 

Alnus alnobetula 'Microphylla'  

(C.K.SCHNEIDER 1906 as f. microphylla) 

 

Names? 

Probably not in cultivation. 

 

 

  

BOOM 1957 C.K. SCHNEIDER 1906 



  

Alnus x elliptica 'Itolanda' (cordata x 

glutinosa) DOORENBOS, NL, c. 1935).  

Vigorous growth, large leaves; perhaps not any 

more in cultivation -> Xylella fastidiosa [aerobic, 

Gram-negative bacteria].  

Epithet from ĂItalien x Olandañ. 

www.wur.nl 

BOOM 1957 



  

Alnus glutinosa 

'Aurea' (ca. 1860, 

VERVAENE, Belgium).  

Ill. Hort. 1866, vol. 13, t. 490 



  

Alnus glutinosa 

'Aurea' (ca. 1860, 

VERVAENE, Belgium).  

Ill. Hort. 1866, vol. 13, t. 490   H. Briscoe, c. 1870 



  

Alnus glutinosa 

'Aurea' (ca. 1860, 

VERVAENE, Belgium).  


