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The Holy Trinity



Magnolia liliiflora ‘Lyons’

1 april 2011



Magnolia x soulangeana 

1 april 2005



Magnolia stellata 'Kikuzaki‘

29 March 2005



Magnolia x loebneri 'Leonard 

Messel’ – 29 March 2021





Magnolia acuminata Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Woodsman' Magnolia 'Legend' (acuminata x denudata)

Magnolia acuminata (Blau Grun) Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Yellow Bird' (acumin. x 'Evamaria') Magnolia 'Lemon Star' (acuminata x 'Norman Gould')

Magnolia acuminata (Gelb Cig.) Magnolia 'Butterbowl' ('Yellow Bird' x 'Sundance') Magnolia 'Lemonade' (subcordata x doltsopa?)

Magnolia acuminata 'Blue Opal' Magnolia 'Butterflies' (acuminata x denudata 'Sawada's Cream') Magnolia 'Lennarth Johnson' (acuminata x campbellii)

Magnolia acuminata 'Busey' Magnolia 'Carlos' (acuminata var. subcord. x denudata) Magnolia 'Limelight' (acuminata x 'Big Pink')

Magnolia (acuminata x cylindrica) Magnolia 'Coral Lake' ('Legend' x 'Butterflies') Magnolia 'Lois' (acuminata x (acuminata x denudata))

Magnolia acuminata 'Kinju' Magnolia 'Curly Head' (acuminata x P.Veitch) Magnolia 'Maxine Merrill' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Merrill')

Magnolia acuminata 'Koban Dori' Magnolia 'Curly Locks' (x brooklynensis x acuminata) Magnolia 'Olivia' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Gold Crown')

Magnolia acuminata 'Large Yellow' Magnolia 'Daphne' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Gold Crown') Magnolia 'Peachy' (acum. 'Fertile Myrtle' x 'Diva')

Magnolia (acuminata x 'Miss Honeybee') Magnolia 'Daybreak' ('Woodsman' x 'Tina Durio') Magnolia 'Petit Chicon' (acuminata x denudata) (Bjuv 1636)

Magnolia acuminata 'Moegi Dori' Magnolia 'Elizabeth' (acuminata x denudata) Magnolia 'Phil's Masterpiece' (acuminata x campbellii)

Magnolia (acuminata x 'Norman Gould') Magnolia 'Flamingo' (acuminata x sprengeri) Magnolia 'Pink Royalty' (acuminata x sprengeri)

Magnolia acuminata 'Patriot' Magnolia fraseri Magnolia 'Solar Flair' ('Woodsman' x 'Gold Star')

Magnolia acuminata ('Patriot' sdlg) Magnolia 'Gold Crown' ('Woodsman' x 'Sundance') Magnolia 'Stellar Acclaim' ('Woodsman' x 'Gold Star')

Magnolia acuminata 'Seiju' Magnolia ('Gold Crown' x brooklynensis) Magnolia 'Sun Ray' (polyploid 'Sundance')

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata Magnolia 'Gold Cup' ('Lennei' x 'Elizabeth') Magnolia 'Sun Spire' ('Woodsman' x 'Elizabeth')

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata 'Brenda' Magnolia 'Gold Star' ('Miss Honeybee' x stellata 'Rubra') Magnolia 'Sun Sprite' ('Woodsman' x 'Elizabeth')

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata 'Ellen' Magnolia 'Golden Endeavor' (Miss Honeybee x denudata) Magnolia 'Sunburst' ('Woodsman' x 'Gold Star')

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata 'Miss Honeybee' Magnolia 'Golden Gala' (acuminata x denudata) Magnolia 'Sundance' (acuminata x denudata)

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata 'Mister Yellowjacket' Magnolia 'Golden Gift' ('Miss Honeybee' x (acuminata x denudata)) Magnolia 'Sunsation' ('Woodsman' x 'Elizabeth')

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata 'Pierce's Park' Magnolia 'Golden Goblet' ('Miss Honeybee' x (acuminata x denudata)) Magnolia ('Sunsation' x 'Lois')

Magnolia 'Anilou' (acuminata x 'Elisabeth') Magnolia 'Golden Joy' ('Yellow Bird' x brooklynensis) Magnolia 'Suntown' (acuminata x ('Fertile Myrtle' x 'Picture'))

Magnolia 'Apricot Brandy' (acuminata x sprengeri) Magnolia 'Golden Pond' (acuminata x denudata) Magnolia 'Tranquility' ('Woodsman' x 'Gold Star')

Magnolia 'Banana Split' (('Woodsman' x 'Lennei') x 'Elisabeth') Magnolia 'Golden Rain' (acuminata x 'Norman Gould') Magnolia 'Ultimate Yellow' (acuminata x brooklynensis)

Magnolia 'Birgitta Aurora' (cylindrica x 'Woodsman') Magnolia 'Golden Sun' (acuminata x denudata)

Magnolia 'Wood Dance' (Woodsm.xLennei) x 

(Woodsm.xSundance)

Magnolia x brooklynensis Magnolia 'Goldfinch' ('Miss Honeybee' x denudata) Magnolia ('Woodsman' x 'Patriot')

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Amber' ('Yellow Bird' x brookl.) Magnolia 'Green Bee' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Gold Crown') Magnolia ('Yellow Bird' x 'Patriot')

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Ambrosia' ((acum. x 'Evamaria') x brookl.) Magnolia 'Green Snow' (('Woodsman' x 'Lennei') x 'Elisabeth') Magnolia ('Yellow Bird' x 'Sundance') "Yellow Dance"

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Black Beauty' Magnolia 'Honey Belle' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Ballerina') Magnolia 'Yellow Fever' (acuminata x denudata)

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Evamaria' Magnolia 'Honey Beth' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Elisabeth') Magnolia 'Yellow Garland' (acuminata x denudata)

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Golden Girl' Magnolia 'Honey Flower' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Elisabeth') Magnolia 'Yellow Lantern' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Big Pink')

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Hattie Carthan' Magnolia 'Honey Liz' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Elizabeth') Magnolia 'Yellow River' ('Fei Huang')

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'KO-1' (acumin. 'Klassen' x liliif. 'O'Neill') Magnolia 'Hot Flash' ('Woodsman' x 'Elizabeth') Magnolia 'Yellow Sea' (acuminata x denudata)

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Moon Spire' Magnolia 'Ivory Chalice' (acuminata x denudata)

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Titan' Magnolia 'Judy Zuk' (x brooklynensis x stellata) 2015 – 104 names



www.magnoliasociety.org





‘Alnarp’ ‘Goldfinch’ ‘Petit Chicon’

‘Amber’ ‘Green Bee’ ‘Pure Joi’

‘Ambrosia’ ‘Greenfinch’ ‘Robert Barker’

‘Anilou’ ‘Guichang’ ‘Rujuan’

‘Anna’ ‘Hammarö’ ‘Sawada’s Cream’

‘Apricot Brandy’ ‘Hattie Carthan’ ‘Seiju’

‘Apricot Lady’ ‘Honey Belle’ ‘Shibamichi’

‘Aurea’ ‘Honey Liz’ ‘Shipmast’

‘Banana Flip’ ‘Hot Flash’ Skylands Best’

‘Brenda ‘HROY’ ‘Sleeping Beauty’

‘Brooke Nicole’ ‘Hvitsten’ ‘Solar Flair’

‘Busey’ ‘Illini Gold’ ‘Solitaire’

‘Butterbowl’ ‘Illini Moonlight’ ‘Stellar Acclaim’

‘Butterflies’ ‘Ingemar’ ‘Sun Ray’

‘Canary Charm’ ‘Irish Spring’ ‘Sun Spire’

‘Canary Yellow’ ‘Ivory Chalice’ ‘Sun Sprite’

‘Carlos’ ‘Joe’s Gift’ ‘Sunburst’

‘China Town’ ‘Judy Zuk’ ‘Sundance’

‘Coral Lake’ ‘JURMAG5’ ‘Sunrise’

‘Curly Head’ ‘Koban Dori’ ‘Sunsation’

‘Curly Locks’ ‘Large Yellow’ ‘Sunset Swirl’

‘Daphne' ‘Lavender Delight’ ‘Suntown’

‘DC-4’ ‘Legend’ ‘Tiantian’

‘Elizabeth’ ‘Lemon Star’ ‘Titan’

‘Ellen’ ‘Lemonade’ ‘Tranquility’

‘Evamaria’ ‘Limelight’ ‘Tropicana’

‘Excelsa’ ‘Little Darling’ ‘U.S.L. Variegated’

‘Fei Huang’ ‘Lois’ ‘Ultimate Yellow’

‘Foliis-Aurato-Variegatis’ ‘Luminescence’ ‘Villa Carlotta’

‘Gold Crown’ ‘Lv Xing’ ‘Wayside Apricot’

‘Gold Cup’ ‘Madison’ ‘Wood Dance’

‘Gold Star’ ‘Mattie Mae Smith' ‘Yellow Bird’

‘Gold Strike’ ‘Maxine Merrill’ ‘Yellow Buddha’

‘Golden Endeavor' ‘MICWC’ ‘Yellow Fever’

‘Golden Gala’ ‘Mister Yellowjacket’ ‘Yellow Garland’

‘Golden Gift’ ‘Mon Champa’ ‘Yellow Joy’

‘Golden Girl’ ‘Moonspire' ‘Yellow Lantern’

‘Golden Goblet’ ‘North Gold' ‘Yellow Sea’

‘Golden Joy’ ‘Northstar’ ‘Yellow-Green No 1'

‘Golden Pond’ ‘Olivia’ ‘Yuanbaobao’

‘Golden Rain’ ‘Ossie’s Yellow’ ‘Yunshang’

‘Golden Sun’ ‘Pastel Beauty’ ‘Zhuanzhuan’

2015 – 104 

2021 – 126



Magnolia fraseri

12 May 2006



Magnolia fraseri

12 May 2006



Magnolia denudata - 93020-pds-210 - 28 March 2017



Magnolia acuminata

• Cucumber tree

• and the southern variety subcordata (= 

Magnolia cordata)

• The only hardy species that has effectively 

and substantially contributed to the yellow 

colour in Magnolia flowers

• This can be one of the best magnolias for 

autumn colour





Magnolia acuminata

(26 May 2006)

Small flowers (<9cm) 

green glaucous-green 

yellow

late and 

inconspicuous

Tree to 30m



Magnolia acuminata

(26 May 2006)

Small flowers (<9cm) 

green glaucous-green 

yellow

late and 

inconspicuous

Tree to 30m



Magnolia acuminata 

367cm x 33m

 Joyce Kilmer 

Memorial Forest 

NC USA 131016



Magnolia acuminata *

Magnolia acuminata 'Blue Opal'

Magnolia acuminata 'Busey'

Magnolia acuminata 'Kinju'

Magnolia acuminata 'Koban Dori'

Magnolia acuminata 'Large Yellow'

Magnolia acuminata 'Moegi Dori'

Magnolia acuminata 'Patriot'

Magnolia acuminata 'Seiju‘ *



Magnolia acuminata ‘Seiju’, the “blue” Magnolia 

(30 April 2005)



Magnolia acuminata var. 

subcordata

• Lumped in FNA – TSO follows BUT

• Southern variety (Southeast, piedmont and coastal 

plain from North Carolina to Alabama and NW Florida)

• smaller tree

• flower colour more intense yellow

• twigs and flower stalk more hairy



Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata

(18 May 2007)



Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata *

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata 'Brenda'

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata 'Ellen'

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata 'Miss Honeybee’

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata ‘Mister  

           Yellowjacket'

Magnolia acuminata var. subcordata 'Pierce's Park'



First-generation hybrids

• often early flowering (first flowers appear 

before leaves emerge)

• a good early flower show

• flowers may be susceptible to damage 

from late frost (relatively) 



First-generation hybrids

Magnolia 'Yellow Fever' 

(acuminata x denudata) 

20 April 2017



First-generation hybrids
flowers not necessarily yellow (depending on 

second parent)

• acuminata x campbellii

• acuminata x cylindrica

• acuminata x denudata

• acuminata x kobus

• acuminata x liliiflora (= x brooklynensis)

• acuminata x sprengeri

• acuminata x stellata

• acuminata x acuminata



acuminata x cylindrica



acuminata 

x kobus

Magnolia 'Lemon Star’

(acuminata x kobus 'Norman Gould') *  



acuminata 

x kobus

Magnolia 'Lemon Star’

(acuminata x kobus 'Norman Gould') *  



Magnolia x 

brooklynensis

(acuminata x liliiflora)

*

‘Evamaria’

(22 April 2005)

interesting and 

unusual colour 

combination



Magnolia x 

brooklynensis

(acuminata x liliiflora)

*

‘Evamaria’

(22 April 2005)

interesting and 

unusual colour 

combination

Magnolia x brooklynensis

‘Woodsman’

(22 April 2005)



Magnolia 'Apricot Brandy' (acuminata x sprengeri) 

(8 April 2011)



Magnolia 'Peachy’

(acum. 'Fertile Myrtle' x 'Diva’) 

23 April 2015





Magnolia 'Gold Star' ('Miss Honeybee' x 

stellata 'Rubra') *  (22 April 2005)

acuminata x stellata



8 April 2011



Magnolia (acuminata x 'Miss Honeybee') 

(19 April 2009)

acuminata x acuminata



acuminata x denudata *

• ‘Butterflies’

• ‘Carlos’

• ‘Elizabeth’ *

• ‘Golden Endeavor’

• ‘Golden Gala’

• ‘Golden Pond’

• ‘Golden Sun’

• ‘Goldfinch’

• ‘Legend’

• ‘Ivory Chalice’

• ‘Petit Chicon’ *

• ‘Sundance’

• ‘Yellow Fever’

• ‘Yellow Garland’

• ‘Yellow River’

• ‘Yellow Sea’



www.arboretumwespelaar.be/EN/Our_selections/



Magnolia

(acuminata x denudata)

big tree

pale yellow

early

‘Elizabeth’

(26 April 2006)



Magnolia

(acuminata x denudata)

big tree

pale yellow

early

‘Elizabeth’

(26 April 2006)



Butterflies

Sundance
Yellow

River

Petit Chicon



the second generation

• first-generation backcrosses with Magnolia 

acuminata

• to obtain more intense yellow flowers

• and later flowering (with or just after leaf 

unfurling)

• less susceptible to late spring frosts

• less impactful in the landscape



Magnolia 'Anilou' (acuminata x 'Elizabeth') *

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Curly Locks' (x brooklyn. x acumin.) 

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Misty Blue' (x brooklyn. x acumin.) *

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Ultimate Yellow' (acumin. x brooklyn.) 

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Yellow Bird' (acumin. x 'Evamaria’) *

Magnolia 'Golden Gift' ('Miss Honeybee' x (acumin. x denudata)) 

Magnolia 'Golden Goblet' ('Miss Honeybee' x (acumin. x denu.)) 

Magnolia 'Honey Beth' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Elizabeth')

Magnolia 'Honey Flower' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Elizabeth') *

Magnolia 'Honey Liz' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Elizabeth')

Magnolia 'Lois' (acuminata x (acuminata x denudata)) *



Magnolia x brooklynensis ‘Yellow Bird’  *  (30 April 2005)



Magnolia x brooklynensis ‘Yellow Bird’  *  (30 April 2005)



Magnolia x 

brooklynensis

'Misty Blue’ 

(x brooklynensis x 

acuminata)

3 May 2020



Magnolia x 

brooklynensis

'Misty Blue’ 

(x brooklynensis x 

acuminata)

3 May 2020

6 May 2005



Anilou

Lois

Honey Flower

Honey Liz





the sky is the limit
(subsequent, different, more complicated hybrids for:)

• smaller plants

• intense yellow flowers

• bigger flowers

• better display

• later flowers escaping late spring frosts

• different colour combinations

• upright, narrow habit

• etc.



Magnolia 'Banana Split' (('Woodsman' x 'Lennei') x 'Elisabeth') 

Magnolia 'Birgitta Aurora' (cylindrica x 'Woodsman') 

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Amber' ('Yellow Bird' x brooklynensis) 

Magnolia x brooklynensis 'Ambrosia' ((acuminata x 'Evamaria') x brooklynensis) 

Magnolia 'Butterbowl' ('Yellow Bird' x 'Sundance') *

Magnolia 'Coral Lake' ('Legend' x 'Butterflies') 

Magnolia 'Curly Head' (acuminata x ‘P.Veitch’) 

Magnolia 'Daphne' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Gold Crown') *

Magnolia 'Gold Crown' ('Woodsman' x 'Sundance') 

Magnolia 'Gold Cup' ('Lennei' x 'Elizabeth') 

Magnolia 'Golden Joy' ('Yellow Bird' x brooklynensis) 

Magnolia 'Green Bee' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Gold Crown') 

Magnolia 'Green Snow' (('Woodsman' x 'Lennei') x 'Elisabeth') 

Magnolia 'Honey Belle' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Ballerina') 

Magnolia 'Hot Flash' ('Woodsman' x 'Elizabeth') 

Magnolia 'Judy Zuk' (x brooklynensis x stellata) *

Magnolia 'Lemonade' (subcordata x doltsopa?) 

Magnolia 'Limelight' (acuminata x 'Big Pink') *

Magnolia 'Maxine Merrill' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Merrill’) *

Magnolia 'Olivia' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Gold Crown') *

Magnolia 'Solar Flair' ('Woodsman' x 'Gold Star') 

Magnolia 'Stellar Acclaim' ('Woodsman' x 'Gold Star') 

Magnolia 'Sun Spire' ('Woodsman' x 'Elizabeth') 

Magnolia 'Sun Sprite' ('Woodsman' x 'Elizabeth') 

Magnolia 'Sunburst' ('Woodsman' x 'Gold Star') 

Magnolia 'Sunsation' ('Woodsman' x 'Elizabeth') *

Magnolia 'Suntown' (acuminata x ('Fertile Myrtle' x 'Picture')) 

Magnolia 'Tranquility' ('Woodsman' x 'Gold Star') 

Magnolia 'Yellow Lantern' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Big Pink') *



Magnolia 

'Birgitta Aurora' 

(cylindrica x 

'Woodsman') 

21 april 2010



Magnolia 

'Birgitta Aurora' 

(cylindrica x 

'Woodsman') 

21 april 2010



Magnolia 'Maxine Merrill' ('Miss 

Honeybee' x 'Merrill’) * 22 april 2005



Magnolia 'Yellow Lantern’ 

('Miss Honeybee' x 'Big Pink') 26 April 2006



Magnolia 'Banana Split' (('Woodsman' x 'Lennei')

 x 'Elizabeth') (26 april 2006)



Butterbowl

Judy ZukLimelight



Magnolia 'Daphne' ('Miss Honeybee' x 'Gold Crown’)*

(9 mei 2006)





Magnolia 'Yuchelia' ('Miss Honeybee' x figo)

20 May 2020
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